
[Debate] 
Club 

Name: 
____________ 

Topic: 

Nonfiction 



Week Tasks to complete prior to meeting:

1
Meeting Date: 

Meeting with 
Everyone!

DEBATE QUESTION meeting: 
q  Pre-search – begin to Read one resource to get a 

general understanding of your topic
q  Brainstorm ideas for debatable question

2
Meeting Date: 

Meeting With: 

COLLABORATION MEETING (with shared opinion partner): 
q  Research– Finish reading resource 1
q  Search for information from an additional resource. 

(must be approved by the teacher)
q  Record debate notes 

3
Meeting Date: 

Meeting With:

Collaboration Meeting 2 (with shared opinion partner): 
q  BOOK SWAP – swap books with THE opposing side. 
q  Research  the opposing team’s side. You may use more 

than one resource. (must be approved by the teacher)
q  Record debate notes

4
Meeting Date: 

Meeting with:

DISCUSSION PREPARATION MEETING (With shared opinion 
partner)
q  COME UP WITH QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION DIRECTORS
q  Swap your resources back and use them TO ADD TO YOUR 

ARGUMENTS AND DEFEND YOUR IDEAS

5
Meeting Date: 

MEETING WITH: 
Everyone!

THE BIG DEBATE!
q  COME UP WITH ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 

DIRECTORS
q  USE YOUR RESOURCES TO ADD TO YOUR ARGUMENTS AND 

DEFEND YOUR IDEAS

Weekly Schedule	



Debate Topic: 
____________ 

Debatable questions: 
•  Allow people to have more than one side or opinion
•  Are yard  questions: they can be researched and  require 

discussion 

Debatable question
Justification

What makes this a debatable 
question? 

Your job is to 
brainstorm 

debatable 
questions and 

bring your ideas 
to meeting 1. 	

Our group agreed to debate:

_____________________________________________________________________________________



STOP, 

collaborate 

and LISTEN.  On your own, take notes for your debate. You 
must come up with at least 3 reasons to 

support your claim.

At Meeting 2, meet with your 
shared opinion partner. Share 

your ideas and add to them. 

Reason
General statement 

or phrase that 
supports your 

claim

Evidence
Proof from your text or resource that supports your 

reason

Resource
(Book, 

website, 
other)

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

State your claim (your side of the debate): 

__________________________________________

__________________________________________



STOP, 

collaborate 

and LISTEN.  Swap books with your opposing partners. On 

your own, take notes for your debate. You 
must come up with at least 3 reasons to 

support their claim.

At Meeting 3, meet with your 
shared opinion partner. Share 

your ideas and add to them. 

Reason
General statement 

or phrase that 
supports your 

claim

Evidence
Proof from your text or resource that supports your 

reason

Resource
(Book, 

website, 
other)

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

State your OPPONENT’S claim (the opposite 
side of the debate): 

__________________________________________

__________________________________________



Debate 

preparation 

WEEK 4 
This is your chance to prepare for the debate 

DISCUSSION and improve your arguments. 
THIS WEEK, YOU MAY WORK WITH YOUR SHARED 

OPINION PARTNER. Complete this page in 
preparation for for the debate. 

At Meeting 4, meet with your 
shared opinion partner AND DO A 

PRACTICE DEBATE.

REASON IT 
SUPPORTS OUR 

CLAIM

Debatable sub-questions
SOMETHING THE DISCUSISON DIRECTOR CAN ASK TO KEEP THE 

CONVERSATION ON TRACK. THIS SHOULD BE A GENERAL STATEMENT 
THAT BOTH SIDES CAN HAVE AN OPINION ON.

REASON IT 
SUPPORTS OUR 

OPPONENTS’ 
CLAIM

	
	
	

ARGUMENTS TO DEFEND MY OPINION: 	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	

ARGUMENTS TO DEFEND MY OPINION: 	
	
	
	
	

Re-State your claim : 

__________________________________________

__________________________________________



Debate 

preparation 

WEEK 5 

Meeting 5 is the final debate! meet 
with everyone in your debate 

group. 
q  Record your debate
q  USE YOUR NOTES FROM THROUGHOUT THE FIVE 

WEEKS while you debate
q  ONE SHARED OPINION PARTNER WILL DEBATE 

AT A TIME
q  WHEN YOU ARE NOT DEBATING, YOU ARE A 

DISCUSSION DIRECTOR 
q  Use the debater/discussion director 

sentence starters to help debate

REASON IT 
SUPPORTS OUR 

CLAIM

Debatable sub-questions
SOMETHING THE DISCUSISON DIRECTOR CAN ASK TO KEEP THE 

CONVERSATION ON TRACK. THIS SHOULD BE A GENERAL STATEMENT 
THAT BOTH SIDES CAN HAVE AN OPINION ON.

REASON IT 
SUPPORTS OUR 

OPPONENTS’ 
CLAIM

	
	
	

ARGUMENTS TO DEFEND MY OPINION: 	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	

ARGUMENTS TO DEFEND MY OPINION: 	
	
	
	
	



Add On
Building off of what ___ said… 
I agree with ___ because…  

Ask for More Information
What made you think of that? 
Do you have any facts or statistics to support that?   

Politely Disagree
I’m thinking from another point of view that…  
I disagree with ____ because… 
I understand your point, but I want to add/disagree/
give another side… 
Where in your resources did you learn that?  

Debaters 

Keep the Conversation Going
Why? Can you tell me more?  
Can you give an example of that?  
Can you give me evidence to support that?  
Where in your resources did you learn that?  

Keep the conversation on track
We’re discussing ___, do you have anything to 
share about that?  
So what you’re saying is…  
Can you give me evidence to support that?  

End the conversation
You shared some good ideas, I especially liked ___ 
and ____. I think we’ve debated this enough.  
(Summarize the major points), thank you.  

Discussion 

Directors 



Listen to your recorded debate as a group, and then answer these 
reflection questions on your own.  

Describe how you think the debaters did with their role (Adding on to what 

others said, asking for more information, politely disagreeing) and provide 
evidence from the recording to prove your point:

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

Describe how you think the Discussion directors did with their role 
(keeping the conversation going, on track, and ending the conversation), and 

provide evidence from the recording to prove your point:

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 

Which side do you think won the debate? 
Think: Who had the strongest arguments? Who had the most evidence to support their 
thinking? 

Provide evidence from the recording to prove why this side won. 

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 



Listen to your recorded debate as a group, and then answer these 
reflection questions on your own.  

Describe how you think the debaters did with the following, and provide 
evidence from the recording to prove your point:

Adding on to what others said: ______________________________ 
___________________________________________________ 

Asking for more information: ______________________________ 
___________________________________________________

Politely disagreeing:  ____________________________________ 
___________________________________________________

Describe how you think the Discussion directors did with the following, 
and provide evidence from the recording to prove your point:

Keeping the conversation going:______________________________ 
____________________________________________________

Keeping the conversation on track: ____________________________ 
____________________________________________________

Ending the conversation: __________________________________ 
___________________________________________________ 


